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have a missed class excused, discuss it with me beforehand. Students who will miss class because of religious 
holidays or official activities should refer to: http://catalog.unlv.edu/content.php?catoid=9&navoid=839. 
• Absences exceeding the equivalent of four (4) classes result in a final grade reduction of one letter grade. 
• Absences exceeding the equivalent of six (6) classes result in a grade of F. 

Students who are late, leave early, or are unprepared for class will be penalized 1/2 absence. It is possible to 
have a grade deduction or to fail the class simply from being late consistently. This is department policy and I 
have no authority to bend the rules for lazy students. YOU’VE BEEN WARNED. 
 
Late Work 
Unless there’s a good reason, this class operates much like the real world does, where employees who 
habitually turn in their work late tend to be ex-employees. There is no way for you to "make up" missed in-
class assignments or quizzes. Asking me repeatedly to make up work will not change this policy. If illness or 
emergency will prevent you from completing an assignment by its due date, contact me beforehand.  
 
Miscellaneous Grade 
Your miscellaneous grade is determined by your attendance, in-class participation, and completion of the day-
to-day assignments not listed on this syllabus. Active participation is a must in all areas of the course. You 
are expected to participate in class discussion, but participation involves more than “talking” in class. You 
should also be thinking about and listening to what is going on around you. In other words, just talking about 
your ideas without engaging with your classmates is not discussion. We are here to investigate and interpret 
these texts together, so always be prepared to discuss each text in class. My purpose is to teach you the process 
of intellectual discovery rather than give you my particular interpretation of the text. 
 
Note: I strongly recommend taking brief notes as you read since most the class is devoted to discussion of the 
text and your critical insights. Write down questions you have, anything interesting or noteworthy, and anything 
else you might want to bring up in class.  
 
Class Conduct  
You are expected to respect your classmates and your teacher as you would have them respect you. The class is 
only an hour and 15 minutes long—if you have business to conduct, please do it before entering the classroom. 
Interrupting people, vulgar language, and/or general rudeness toward others or myself will not be tolerated. I 
reserve the right to administratively drop any student who disrupts the harmony of the classroom. 
 
Electronics 
In general, this is a NO TECHNOLOGY CLASSROOM. All electronic devices, including laptops and cell 
phones, must remain on silent/off and under the desk during class. There are only two (2) exceptions: 

1. If we are discussing Online/WebCampus texts, you can use a laptop or tablet in order to save paper. 
2. If you require special accommodations or assistance in order to fully participate in the class.  

I reserve the right to ask students to place their electronic devices on my desk for the duration of class or to 
leave the classroom if they are using technology inappropriately.  
 
Grade Disputes  
If you disagree with my evaluation of an assignment and the grade I have assigned, I am always willing to 
discuss it with you and to reevaluate my assessment. I will ask that you do two (2) things before we talk:  

1. Take the time to carefully read and consider my comments on your paper and to reread your paper;  
2. Define the specific reasons that you feel that your essay deserves a different grade.  

Then, we will be able to discuss and evaluate the assignment together. 
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Academic Dishonesty 
“Academic Integrity is a concern for every member of the campus community; all share in upholding the 
fundamental values of honesty, trust, respect, fairness, responsibility, and professionalism.” 
Plagiarism, “using the words or ideas of another from the Internet or any source, without proper citation 
of the sources” is one example of academic misconduct that can result in academic sanctions. See the 
Academic Misconduct Policy http://catalog.unlv.edu/content.php?catoid=9&navoid=845#Stud Acad Misc  
for a complete list of definitions, procedures and sanctions. 
 
Academic dishonesty, including plagiarism – using the words or ideas of another, from the Internet or any other 
source, without proper citation of the source – constitutes grounds for failure in this course.  
 
Copyright 
The University requires all members of the University Community to familiarize themselves and to follow 
copyright and fair use requirements. You are individually and solely responsible for violations of copyright 
and fair use laws. The university will neither protect nor defend you nor assume any responsibility for 
employee or student violations of fair use laws. Violations of copyright laws could subject you to federal and 
state civil penalties and criminal liability, as well as disciplinary action under University policies. To familiarize 
yourself with copyright and fair use policies, you are encouraged to visit the following 
website: http://www.unlv.edu/provost/copyright. 
 
Writing Center 
One-on-one or small group assistance with writing is available free of charge to UNLV students at the Writing 
Center, located in CDC 3-301. Although walk-in consultations are sometimes available, students with 
appointments will receive priority assistance. Appointments may be made in person or by calling 895-3908. The 
student’s Rebel ID Card, a copy of the assignment (if possible), and two copies of any writing to be reviewed 
are requested for the consultation. More information can be found at: http://writingcenter.unlv.edu/  
 
Tutoring 
The Academic Success Center (ASC) provides tutoring and academic assistance for all UNLV students taking 
UNLV courses.  Students are encouraged to stop by the ASC to learn more about subjects offered, tutoring 
times and other academic resources.  The ASC is located across from the Student Services Complex (SSC). 
Students may learn more about tutoring services by calling 702-895-3177 or visiting the tutoring web site at: 
http://www.unlv.edu/asc/tutoring 
 
Special Accommodations:  
If you have a documented disability that may require accommodations, you will need to contact the Disability 
Resource Center (DRC) for the coordination of services.  The DRC is located in the Student Services Complex 
(SSC), Room 143.  Their numbers are: (702) 895-0866/Voice; or (702) 895-0652/TDD; and (702) 895-0651/Fax.  
For additional information please visit: http://www.unlv.edu/drc  
 
Last Date to Drop: 
The final date to drop or withdraw from the course without a grade being recorded is March 24th.  
No withdrawals will be permitted after this date. 
 

A syllabus is a contract. Your continued attendance in this class means that you have read 
and understood the rules, policies, and guidelines that this syllabus details. 




